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6 January 1869

Mattoax, Amelia, Court House, Virginia

A Mr. M. Hulsebos and P. Van Den Berg have written to the editor of De Hope which
appeared in the January 20 issue giving a description of the Amelia Colony which Rev.
Albertus C. Van Raalte has promoted. The land is good, the climate is pleasant, and
people are friendly. Anyone willing to work can make good progress there.

In Dutch; translated by Dr. Henry ten Hoor.
Original in the Joint Archives of Holland at Hope College, Holland, Michigan.

Mattoax, Amelia C.H., 6 Jan. '69
Dear Editor!
We hope that you will find a small space for this letter
in your much-read paper.
Since we have promised many of our friends to write telling
them how things are here, we thought it better to inform them
of this by means of :"The Hope."
All the land here where we have been and insofar as we
can judge, is very good. It is what is called here mixed soil;
mostly clay, which is very powdwery;

if one digs it falls apart

and does not harden together as clay does in Michigan. If one
has a sort of sand-soil, the base is still clay. There is also
a good deal of gravel. The color of clay here is coffee-color.
As to climate, that is excellent. We have had only two
days of snow till now and not more than half an inch thick.
Last week we had drizzling rain until noon. The thermometer
stood daily at 48 to 52 degrees. This week it was clear every
day and the thermometer showed from 56 to 62 degrees.
As to the people here, they are generally more friendly
than those in the North; they press one to remain for a meal
and are very hospitable. As regards the negroes, they are just
like the whites; if you meet them they take off their hats to
a white person. So it isn't the way some in the North have
told us. The outlook for employment here is better than in
the North. They constantly ask us if we can't get people from
the North, preferably Dutchmen, or in any case foreigners, who
will farm their land for half the profit, and in this way: These

people have much land and generally two or three spans of horses
or mules. Now they will give over their land to poor people
who have no money as well as their mules or horses and supply
the feed and give half the seed and then one can farm for half.
If they have no money to live on, most of them will order things
from one or another Store and pay in the autumn. Thus, if one
is not too lazy, he can, as we see it, make good progress here,
and at the same time, if one has a little money, buy some land;
and if one has no money to buy a span of horses, he can, as
explained above, farm for half and thus make progress, for land
prices rise every day since much is being sold to people from
Pennsylvania and New York.
We have made this message as short as possible to take
as little space as possible.
We remain respectfully,
Your friends,
M. Hulsebos
P. Van Den Berg

Tr: H. ten Hoor
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